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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 I Seasons Greetings to all my Fellow 
Lions and their Families 

What a hectic time we have all had in 
this first half of our Lions year!! Here 
we are a few weeks from Christmas 
and it seems that only yesterday we 
were making Lion burgers and grilled 
cheese sandwiches. Committee work 
and team work are the life-blood of 

our Lions club and in these early 
months all the committees have come 

through with exceptional efforts. Whether it’s the excellent sales at 
the Markham Fair or the outstanding 65th Charter Night Celebra-
tion or Lion Grace’s Attendance Awards or Lion Tom’s sick and 
visiting activities or the Historian’s Museum project or the excel-
lent member turn-out for the annual Santa Claus parade, to name 
only a few, we have managed to cram a lot of enthusiasm and 
good committee activities into just a few months.  Thanks to all 
the Committee members for making this first term a huge success. 

Talking about the Santa Claus parade, I was not able to attend this 
year, but I understand that it was a great day with a larger than 

normal crowd and a well-received presentation by the Lions. It 
was apparently so cold that two members decided to keep warm 
inside Lions suits. Thanks to all those who attended and to Lions 
Ken, John and Dave for managing this event so well and for suc-
cessfully giving the Lions a good public image. 

 The Club will wind down this calendar year with four impor-

tant events.  

On December 4th at the Box Grove Community Centre, Lion 

Georges Social Committee has planned a night of fun, games 

and socializing with your fellow Lions. District Governor Mike 
and his wife Leah will be in attendance . DG Mike says he is eager 
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Bits and Bytes 

This fall edition of LQ - Lions Quarterly video magazine - fea-

tures Lions responding to a massive Chinese earthquake, helping 

to save the planet through environmental projects, and support-

ing cutting-edge genetic research in France for neuromuscular 

diseases. Also, we board the Lions Christmas Ship, which has 

brought holiday cheer to communities in the Pacific Northwest 

for 60 years.  

Markham and York Region are transforming the way they inter-

act online with residents, following a joint decision today to move 

forward with the development of a new Internet portal. 

The first phase of the portal is expected to go live in late 2009. 

Once fully implemented, residents and businesses will see a dra-

matic improvement in online service capabilities. The new portal 

will feature: 

 personalized access to municipal services and information 

 self-serve capabilities for businesses and constituents 

 faster response to customer inquiries 

 increased public participation and awareness opportunities – 

allowing Internet access to information anywhere, anytime. 

 

"We know Markham residents are e-savvy and appreciate the 

convenience of online services," said Markham Mayor Frank 

Scarpitti. "That's why we are very excited about the new possi-

bilities the Internet portal will provide, and the value it will bring 

to residents and businesses." 

 

The Canadian MedicAlert® Foundation is thrilled to an-

nounce a new partnership with the Lions Clubs of Can-

ada, in support of its national charitable program, No 

Child Without® 

In keeping with MedicAlert's charitable mission, No Child With-

out offers all elementary school aged children with medical condi-

tions or allergies free 24-hour MedicAlert protection regardless of 

their financial resources. 

Our two organizations will work together to implement and ex-

pand the No Child Without program in 2008 and beyond to pro-

tect children across the country. 

If you want to get your Lions Club involved visit 

www.nochildwithout.ca/lcc. 

http://www.lionsclubs.org/
http://www.lionsclubs.org/
http://www.nochildwithout.ca/lcc/
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THE LIGHTER SIDE 
 

Diary Of A Snow Shoveler 

December 9: We woke to a beautiful 

blanket of crystal white snow covering 

every inch of the landscape. What a 

fantastic sight! Can  there be a more 

lovely place in the Whole World? Mov-

ing here was the  best idea I've ever 

had. Shovelled for the first time in years 

and  felt like a boy again. I did both our 

driveway and the sidewalks.  This after-

noon the snow plough came along and 

covered up the sidewalks and closed in 

the driveway, so I got to shovel again. 

What a perfect life.  

December 12: The sun has melted all 

our lovely snow. Such a disappoint-

ment. My neighbour tells me not to 

worry, we'll definitely have a white 

Christmas. No snow on Christmas 

would be awful! Bob says  we'll have so 

much snow by the end of winter, that 

I'll never want to  see snow again. I 

don't think that's possible. Bob is such a 

nice  man. I'm glad he's our neighbour.  

December 14: Snow, lovely snow! 8" last 

night. The temperature  dropped to -

20. The cold makes everything sparkle 

so. The wind took  my breath away, but 

I warmed up by shovelling the driveway 

and sidewalks. This is the life! The 

snowplough came back this afternoon  

and buried everything again. I didn't 

realize I would have to do quite this 

much shovelling, but I'll certainly get 

back in shape this way. I wish I wouldn't 

huff and puff so.  

December 15: 20 inches forecast. Sold 

my van and bought a 4x4 Blazer. 

Bought snow tires for the wife's car and 

2 extra shovels. Stocked the freezer. 

The wife wants a wood stove in case 

the electricity goes out. I think that's 

silly. We aren't in Alaska, after all.  

December 16: Ice storm this morning. 

Fell on my ass on the ice in the drive-

way putting down salt. Hurt like hell. 

The wife laughed for an hour, which I 

think was very cruel.  

December 17: Still way below freezing. 

Roads are too icy to go anywhere. Elec-

tricity was off for 5 hours. I had to pile 

the blankets on to stay warm. Nothing 

to do but stare at the wife and try not 

to irritate her. Guess I should've 

bought a wood stove, but won't admit 

it to her. God I hate it when she's right. 

I can't believe I'm freezing to death in 

my own living room.  

December 20: Electricity's back on, but 

had another 14" of the damn  stuff last 

night. More shovelling. Took all day. 

Goddamn snowplough came by twice. 

Tried to find a neighbour kid to shovel, 

but they said they're too busy playing 

hockey. I think they're lying. Called the 

only hardware store around to see 

about buying a snow blower and they're 

out. Might have another shipment in 

March. I think they're lying. Bob says I 

have to shovel or the city will have it 

done and bill me. I think he's lying.  

December 22: Bob was right about a 

white Christmas because 13 more 

inches of the white shit fell today, and 

it's so cold it probably won't melt till 

August. Took me 45 minutes to get all 

dressed up to go out to shovel and 

then I had to piss. By the time I got 

undressed, pissed and dressed again. I 

was too tired to shovel. Tried to hire 

Bob who has a plough on his truck for 

the rest of the winter; but he says he's 

too busy. I think the asshole is lying. 

December 23: Only 2" of snow today. 

And it warmed up to 0. The wife  

wanted me to decorate the front of the 

house this morning. What is 

she...nuts??? Why didn't she tell me to 

do that a month ago? She says she did 

but I think she's damn well lying.  

December 24: 6". Snow packed so hard 

by snowplough, l broke the shovel. 

Thought I was having a heart attack. If I 

ever catch the son of a bitch who 

drives that snowplough, I'll drag him 

through the snow by his  balls. I know 

he hides around the corner and waits 

for me to finish shovelling and then he 

comes down the street at a 100 miles 

an hour and throws snow all over 

where I've just been! Tonight the wife 

wanted me to sing Christmas carols 

with her and open our presents, but I 

was busy watching for the goddamn 

snowplough.  

December 25: Merry Christmas. 20 

more inches of the !=3D@x@!x!x1 

slop tonight. Snowed in. The idea of 

shovelling makes my blood boil. God I 

hate the snow! Then the snowplough 

driver came by asking for a donation 

and I hit him over the head with my 

shovel.  

December 26: Still snowed in. Why the 

hell did I ever move here? It was all 

HER idea. She's really getting on my 

nerves.  

December 28: Warmed up to above -50. 

Still snowed in. THE BITCH is driving 

me crazy!!!  

December 29: 10 more inches. Bob says 

I have to shovel the roof or it could 

cave in. That's the silliest thing I ever 

heard. How dumb does  he think I am?  

December 30: Roof caved in. The snow 

plough driver is suing me for a million 

dollars for the bump on his head. The 

wife went home to her mother . 9" 

predicted.  

December 31: Set fire to what's left of 

the house. No more shovelling.  

January 8: I feel so good. I just love 

those little white pills they keep giving 

me. Why am I tied to the bed? 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

to learn how to roll a turkey. The 

Committee has been working hard 

to make this night a success and I 

encourage everyone to come out 

and support their efforts. 

On December11, we hold our last 

Director’s Meeting for 2008 at the 

Police Station and I hope that all 

members will make an effort to 

attend. I would like to have every-

one’s input into this decision-

making part of our club, so please 

plan to attend.  

 On December 14, everyone is in-

vited to attend the President’s 

Christmas party at our home at 88 

Fincham Ave. between 2 and 5 in 

the afternoon. We look forward to 

welcoming all our Lions friends 

into our home for this social event. 

 And all during December, I am 

proud to say that the Lions have 

again this year stepped up to give 

their time and energy to raise kettle 

money for the Salvation Army. It 

may only seem like a few hours of 

your time but the Salvation Army 

leaders are very impressed with the 

response from the club to help the 

less fortunate at this time of the 

year.  

 

On that positive note, I will send 

this off to Lion Editor Dave, but 

not before thanking everyone for 

their involvement and dedication to 

Lionism in 2008 and wishing you 

and your family all the best for this 

Christmas and holiday season. 

Yours in Lionism, 

Lion President Jack 

(Continued from page 1) 

I decided to water my garden. 

As I turned on the hose in the drive-

way, I looked over at my car and de-

cided it needs a wash. 

As I started towards the garage, I no-

ticed mail on the front porch table that 

I brought up from the mailbox earlier. 

I decided to go through the mail be-

fore I washed the car. 

I lay my keys on the table, put the 

junk mail in the garbage can under the 

table, and noticed the garbage can was 

full. 

So, I decided  to put the bills back on 

the table and take out the garbage first. 

Then I think, since I am going to be 

near the mailbox when I take out the 

garbage, I might as well pay my bills 

first. 

My extra cheques are in the desk in 

the study, so, I go inside the house to 

my desk where I find the can of coke 

I’d been drinking. 

As I’m looking for my cheques, I 

move the can of pop so that I don’t 

knock it over.  I notice the can of pop 

is warm .  I decide to put it in the re-

frigerator to keep it cold. 

As I go into the kitchen, the vase of 

flowers on the counter catches my 

eye...the flowers need water. 

I put the Coke on the counter and dis-

cover my reading glasses that I had 

been searching for all morning.   

I decide I’d better put them back in my 

desk, but first I’m going to water the 

flowers.   

I set the glasses down on the counter, 

fill a container with water and sud-

denly spot the TV remote.  Someone 

left it on the kitchen table. 

I realize that tonight when we go to 

watch TV, I’ll be looking for the re-

mote, but I won’t remember where I 

last saw it, so I decide to put it back in 

the den where it belongs, but, I’ll wa-

ter the flowers first. 

I water the flowers, and quite a bit of 

water spills onto the floor.   

I set the remote on the table, and get 

some towels to wipe up the spill.   

Then I head down the hall trying to 

remember what I was planning to do. 

At the end of the day… 

The car wasn’t washed; the bills aren’t 

paid; the flowers don’t have enough 

water; there is still only one cheque in 

my cheque book; I can’t find the re-

mote; I can’t find my glasses and I 

don’t remember what I did with my 

car keys. 

I try to figure out why nothing got 

done today.  I’m really baffled.  I 

know that I have been really busy all 

day, and I’m damn tired!!! 

From the Hampton Green 

 Newsletter, 
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NOMINATING, CONSTITUTION AND 

BYLAWS 

Minutes of Nov. 25 meeting 

Present: 

Larry Tod    Ken Tranter 

Ken Harris    George McKelvey 

John Styles    Dick Peel (Chair) 

Meeting was convened at 7.00pm. 

Overview of Committee’s Remits. 

The Chair opened the meeting with an overview of the committee’s responsibilities and objectives – first, 
the review of MLC Constitution, By Laws and Policies and recommendations to the club of additions, dele-
tions and revisions as seen appropriate and second, seeking and encouraging members to accept nomina-

tion for Club Officer positions.  

Review of current Club Constitution, By-Laws and Policies. 

Constitution – The MLC Constitution follows that recommended by LCI in their current Standard 

Club Constitution. As a result the sole responsibility of this committee is to provide hard copies of current 
document to both the MLC President and Secretary.  

Action Item ï Chair to provide at next meeting. 

By-Laws - It was noted that the current By-Laws were last reviewed and approved by the club in 2006. 

A review of the above by the committee noted a need for the following revisions: 

Need for a definition of MLC Board of Directors and voting Club Officers. 

Revision to Article VI – replace Unionville Lions with Canada HK Unionville Doncrest New Horizon Lions. 

Action Item ï Chair to Revise and submit to committee for approval 

Policies – again it was noted that the current Policies were last reviewed and approved in 2005. 

Since 2005 two new policies, namely Food Booth & Property Committee and New Revenue Projects 

Committee were revised and approved in principle in 2006 but not added to the current document. 

Action Item ï Chair to re-issue document containing additions. 

Revised Policies 

The Policy for Membership Committee was revised in 2006 but not approved. A review by this committee 
resulted in the following recommended changes – 

Revise Organization section to include authority of President to choose alternative persons to fill the posi-
tions of Chair and two VPs to those recommended.  

Remove mention of Membership Plaque in New Member package. 

Include need to provide copy of current MLC Constitution, By-Laws and Policies to each new member   

(Continued on page 7) 
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PICTURES 
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NOMINATING, CONSTITUTION AND 

BYLAWS 

Action Item ï Chair to Revise and submit to committee for approval 

New Policies: 

1. Committees. 

a. Historian  Action Item ï Chair to discuss with present Committee Chair, 

Lion Jim Wicks 

b. Executive, Planning and Awards – It was felt that a true Executive Committee, 

consisting of the President, 3 VPs, Treasurer and Secretary, would best serve the club by providing 
guidance and strategic plans for future organizational structure and club growth. 

Action Item - Lions Larry Tod, Tim Armstrong, John Styles 

and President Jack McBride to meet and better define the role and 

organization of this committee in future . 

2. Club Officer Positions 

The committee agreed that the following would identify important additional club specific responsibilities, 
over and above those identified by LCI, for the following positions –  

a. Secretary –  Action Item - Chair to follow up with Fred Sheehy and David 

Galloway for guidance and assistance. 

b. Treasurer – Action Item -  Ken Tranter 

c. Lion Tamer – Action Item - Ken Harris 

d. Tail Twister – Action Item -  George McKelvey 

Note: All above action items to be completed in time for review at next meeting. 

New Business 

The committee has been asked to review the Policy covering LCI Life Membership Awards with respect to 
the present practice whereby the recipient is no longer required to pay any and all annual dues. It has been 
suggested that consideration be given to require future recipients pay for all annual dues (ie Club, A-16, 
MDA) other than LCI 

The current feeling of the committee was that the club continues the present practice of forgiving future re-
cipients of all annual dues.  

It was agreed the Chair will bring this question to the floor at the next Director’s Meeting. 

 Meeting adjourned at 9.30pm 

 

Next meeting to be at 7.00pm Tuesday 20 January. 
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I wish 

e a c h 

a n d 

every 

o n e 

o f 

you and your family  a 

very merry Christmas 

or happy holiday season 

and a happy, healthy, 

and successful 2009.  It  

amazes me that the 

physically darkest time 

of year tends to bring 

out the best in people. 

Thus we try and re-

member those folks 

who through circumstance 

are less fortunate than us — 

through contributions of 

food, clothing, toys etc.  

When I finish this bulletin my 

next task is to determine who 

gets the goat or rabbit for 

Christmas this year (World 

Vision) or Christmas Dinner 

(Yonge Steet Mission serves 

dinner for $2.58 ) or toys 

(numerous toy drives.) There 

is more than one way to light 

up the Christmas season.  

Helping with the Salva-

tion Army kettles is an-

other great way.  It’s 

good to see so many 

lions helping.  My under-

standing is that the 

money raised in this way 

goes to the community 

support program.  I 

have seldom helped 

with this without people 

wanting to buy me cof-

fee, or telling me that 

when they got off the 

boat the Army were the 

only ones there to help, 

or similar stories. 

The Very Best to You 

Editor Dave 

 

Three Month Calendar 

 8--General Meeting 

St. Andrews United 

Health Night 

 5--General Meeting 

St. Andrews Presbyterian 

Region Chair 

 5--General Meeting 

St. Andrews United 

Nominations 

 15--Board of Director’s 

Police Station 

 12--Board of Director’s 

Police Station 

 12--Board of Director’s 

Police Station 

 22--General Meeting 

Grace Anglican 

Jokes and Gags 

 19--General Meeting 

Grace Anglican 

 

 19--General Meeting 

Grace Anglican 

 

   

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH 


