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PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 

 If you have seen the Broadway musical, Jersey Boys, play-

ing at the North York Centre, you will know that the big 

song  in the production is òO What a Night It Wasó  and 

what a night it was for the Markham Lions on November 

8th !!  With over 140 people in attendance, it was a won-

derful evening of good food, good socializing, good enter-

tainment and just a great tribute to Lionism.  

   I think that all of our member Lions were very proud to 

celebrate 65 years of dedicated service to the Town of 

Markham and to hear Mayor Scarpitti and District Gover-

nor Mike praise the Club many times for its outstanding 

record of achievements over these 65 years. I am sure 

that you found it very gratifying to hear that our dedica-

tion to helping others is recognized and acknowledged, not only by our senior officials, but by 

all 23 International Lions officers, District Officers and Lions Presidents in attendance. I know 

I felt a sense of pride to have the honor of leading such a prestigious organization. 

   There were many highlights that night but the three that stood out in my mind were the 

guest Speaker  Eleanor Woods, who was a talented, motivational humorist with a distinct 

message;  the special 65 year member presentation to Lion Carman and the presentation of 

12  25-65 year Perfect Attendance Awards.  

  On a personal basis, the Committee gave my Presidentõs Initiative Program a boost when 

they donated all the funds from the raffle to the Markham Food Bank. This was a class act and 

I thank the Committee for their generosity. The raffle prizes of food baskets and flowers 

were donated by  Longoõs on 9th Line and  Bradford Greenhouses in Barrie respectively. A 

cheque for $ 680 will be presented to the Food Bank directors in early December. 

The Charter Night Committee (Lions Ken Harris, John Styles, Al Weber, Ken Tranter, Ken 

Drynan, Jack McBride, Fred Sheehy and  Chair, Lion George McKelvey) started in April to 

organize  this event and  their efforts to provide us with a entertaining evening paid off. We 

all owe them a debt of thanks for their hard work in giving us an evening to remember. 

On to the next eventé. and it has all the promise of being a barn-burner. On December 4 at 

6:30pm, the Social and Convention Committee will be trying a new twist on our traditional 

Turkey Roll night and will be bringing it together as a Fun and Games social night as we begin 

the Christmas season.  With an eye on the Lions Family, the Committee has invited all Lions, 

spouses and friends to join us at the Box Grove Community Centre for a night of food, pure 

fun, and socializing. To keep the evening interesting and rolling there will be games of chance 

as well as our famous Turkey Roll. Dining will be pot-luck and all Lions are requested to bring 

either an entrée dish, salad or dessert as well as your own dishes and cutlery.   It has all the  

potential of being a great evening of fun and friendship for the Lions Family so come out and 

support your Social Committee in this new event.  
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Bits and Bytes 

Wanted:   Your Eyeglass Collection Locations  

Did you know? that LCI will include your club?s eyeglass collection loca-

tions in the ?Club Locator? on the association?s Web site? This will make it 

easier for residents in your community to find your eyeglass collection 

sites. Please complete and submit the Lions Recycle for Sight Club Partici-

pation Form so that we may post your collection locations. If you have any 

questions, contact the Health & Children?s Services Department.  

Lions on Utube:  Lions meet the needs of local communities and the 

world. Our 1.3 million members in 205 countries and geographic areas 

conduct vision, hearing and diabetes screenings, support eye hospitals, 

award scholarships, build parks, help youth, and provide help in time of 

disaster. Visit our MySpace at www.myspace.com/lionsclubsorg.  

Sustainability Award: Markham has earned two prestigious Ontario 

Waste Minimization Awards from the Recycling Council of Ontario, the 

2008 Sustainable Municipality Gold Award and a Bronze Promotion Award 

for its special events portable EcoMedia bins.  

Main Street Markham Festival of Lights  

Saturday, November 29, 2008 from 6:30 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

On Main Street North, Markham (Highway 48 or Markham Road, north of 

Highway 7) 

News Releases:  Give your club the recognition it deserves! Tell the 

local community about upcoming club events and awards to garner more 

community interest and awareness of your club and its various programs.   

Simply click on a sample release and localize the release by replacing the 

bolded text with your clubõs information before submitting it to the local 

newspaper. All releases are formatted in a Word document. Be sure to 

delete the bold  and (parenthesis) and then copy the final text onto your 

clubõs letterhead. You may choose to print and mail the sample release or 

send it by e-mail to the newspaper. Be sure to include a local club contact 

name and phone number so the newspaper can follow-up for more infor-

mation. Itõs that easy! 

Lions Vision Screening Goes Statewide  

Much has happened in the six years since Lions clubs in Sussex County, 

Delaware, began administering a free amblyopia vision screening program 

to preschool and kindergarten children in the Indian River District elemen-

tary school. 

The program was so successful in Sussex that the program has been dupli-

cated in Kent and New Castle counties, and Delaware Lions are taking the 

program statewide. They hope to screen over 5,000 youngsters annually. 

http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/content/pdfs/iad404.pdf
http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/content/pdfs/iad404.pdf
mailto:eyeglasses@lionsclubs.org
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LETTER FROM INTERNATIONAL 

PRESIDENT  

Dear Lions: 

 

Miracles through service is more than a catch phrase, it is what Lions do. The service we perform makes us 

heroes to those we help. To create more global awareness of how ordinary citizens are making miracles hap-

pen Lions Clubs International is joining forces with CNN Heroes to help honor and elevate volunteerism and 

community service in the U.S. and throughout the world. CNN Heroes: An All-Star Tribute recognizes ordi-

nary citizens whose extraordinary deeds are making a difference in their communities and beyond.  

  

After receiving nearly 4,000 submissions from 75 countries, a Blue Ribbon Panel including Archbishop Des-

mond Tutu, Dr. Jane Goodall, Queen Rania Al Abdullah, Franklin Graham, Earvin ôMagicõ Johnson and George 

Lopez (to name a few) selected this yearõs Top 10 CNN Heroes. Each Honoree will receive a $25,000 award 

for his/her organization.  

  

You have the opportunity to help choose which of the ten Honorees will become the CNN Hero of the Year. 

The winner will receive $100,000 and be revealed during CNN Heroes: An All-Star Tribute on Thanksgiving 

night. 
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Charter Night Awards  

35 years of perfect attendance 65 Year membership Award 

65 Years perfect Attendance 

65 Year Anniversary Award 
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EFFECTIVE MEETINGS 

 



PAGE 6 JUNGLE  TALK NOVEMBER 2008 

HEALTH COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Markham Lions Club  

Health Services Committee Meeting 

Tuesday, Nov. 11th, 2008 

Minutes 

Attending:   Lions: 

 Bill Milligan (co-chair)                        Bill Hosking 

 Ron Chambers (co-chair)                  Mark Carrington 

 Jack Dawson                               Dave MacInnes 

 Tim Armstrong                          Greg Garach 

  Mandy Galloway 

 

1) LFC Dog Guides Expansion Project: The Club approved donating $6000 spread over 3 years. Lion Bill M. to request 

cheque from Lion Ken T. for $2000 (first year donation). 

 

2) Request from James Robinson P.S. to send student with Cerebral Palsy  to Montreal ( total amount required is 

$1315). Lion Bill M. to enquire if other organisations have been contacted. We are prepared to donate $300 only if 

other sources contribute the remainder. 

 

3) Request from York Region Community Services for financial assistance for a 5 year old Markham boy( also with Cere-

bral Palsy) for a Cambridge Elevating Porch (for lifting a wheel chair). Total cost is $4742, the C.P. Foundation is provid-

ing $1185 ( 25%) assistance required for the remaining 75% ($3556) Lion Ron Chambers to investigate. 

 

4) Heart & Stroke Foundation request (budget item) O.K'd Will send cheque for $100. 

 

5) Unionville Home Society request for donation... Lion Bill Hosking to pass on to Milliken Mills Lions Club (they hold 

meetings there) 

 

6) Vision Screening: Lion Jack Dawson outlined plans for the 2009 program. Hopes to get at least 2 more schools & start 

earlier in the year. Lion Greg  Garach to assist Lion Jack. 

 

7) Lion Bill Hosking (& Lion George McKelvey) have collected over 1300 pairs of used eye glasses. They will be shipped 

to Calgary where they will be sorted & cleaned by prison inmates ready for shipment to Third World Countries. 

 

Lion Bill also described his visit to the new Heritage Lions Club in Unionville where people requesting donations from 

their Club have to make a formal presentation at one of the Club meetings. 

A 90-year-old man said to his doctor, "I've never felt better. I have an 18-year-old bride who is pregnant with my child. 

What do you think about that?"  

The doctor considered his question for a minute and then said, "I have an elderly friend who is a hunter and never 

misses a season. One day when he was going out in a bit of a hurry, he accidentally picked up his umbrella instead of his 

gun. When he got to the Creek, he saw a beaver sitting beside the stream. He raised his umbrella and went, 'bang, bang' 

and the beaver fell dead. What do you think of that?"  

The 90-year-old said, "I'd say somebody else shot that beaver."  

The doctor replied, "My point exactly." 
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THE LIGHTER SIDE  
(THE BLONDES ARE AT IT AGAIN)  

Carol and Donna, were doing some 

carpenter work on a Habitat for Hu-

manity house. Carol, who was nailing 

down house siding, would reach into 

her nail pouch, pull out a nail and 

either toss it over her shoulder or 

nail it in. 

Donna, figuring this was worth look-

ing into, asked, 'Why are you throw-

ing those nails away?' 

Carol explained, 'When I pull a nail 

out of my pouch, about half of them 

have the head on the wrong end and I 

throw them away.' 

Donna got completely upset and 

yelled, 'You moron! Those nails aren't 

defective! They're for the other side 

of the house!' 

++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Did you hear about the two blondes 

who froze to death in a drive-in 

movie? 

They had gone to see 'Closed for the 

Winter.' 

++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You might have to think twice about 

this one. 

A blonde hurried into the emergency 

room late one night with the tip of 

her index finger shot off. 'How did 

this happen?' the emergency room 

doctor asked her. 

'Well, I was trying to commit suicide,' 

the blonde replied. 

'What?' sputtered the doctor. 'You 

tried to commit suicide by shooting 

off your finger?' 

'No, Silly' the blonde said. 'First I put 

the gun to my chest, and then I 

thought, 'I just paid $6,000.00 for 

these implants. I'm not shooting my-

self in the chest.' 

'So then?' asked the doctor. 

'Then I put the gun in my mouth, and 

I thought, 'I just paid $3,000.00 to get 

my teeth straightened. I'm not shoot-

ing myself in the mouth.' 

'So then?' 

'Then I put the gun to my ear, and I 

thought: 'This is going to make a loud 

noise. So I put my finger in my other 

ear before I pulled the trigger. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

A blonde was driving home after a 

game and got caught in a really bad 

hailstorm. Her car was covered with 

dents, so the next day she took it to 

a repair shop. 

The shop owner saw that she was a 

blonde, so he decided to have some 

fun. He told her to go home and 

blow into the tail pipe really hard, and 

all the dents would pop out. 

So, the blonde went home, got down 

on her hands and knees and started 

blowing into her tailpipe. Nothing 

happened. So she blew a little harder, 

and still nothing happened. 

Her blonde roommate saw her and 

asked, 'What are you doing?' 

repairman had instructed her to blow 

into the tail pipe in order to get all 

the dents to pop out. 

The roommate rolled her eyes and 

said, 'Uh, like hello! You need to roll 

up the windows first.' 

++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

A blonde was shopping at Target and 

came across a shiny silver thermos. 

She was quite fascinated by it, so she 

picked it up and took it to the clerk 

to ask what it was. 

The clerk said, 'Why, that's a ther-

mos..... it keeps hot things hot, and 

cold things cold.' 

'Wow, said the blonde, 'that's amaz-

ing....I'm going to buy it!' So she 

bought the thermos and took it to 

work the next day. 

Her boss saw it on her desk. 'What's 

that,' he asked? 

'Why, that's a thermos..... it keeps hot 

things hot and cold things cold,' she 

replied. 

Her boss inquired, 'What do you 

have in it?' 

The blond replied..... ...'Two popsicles 

and some coffee.' 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

AND LAST BUT NOT LEAST 

A blonde goes into work one morn-

ing crying her eyes out. Her boss 

asked sympathetically, 'What's the 

matter?' 

The blonde replies, 'Early this morn-

ing I got a phone call saying that my 

mother had passed away.' 

The boss, feeling sorry for her, says, 

'Why don't you go home for the day? 

Take the day off to relax and rest.' 

'Thanks, but I'd be better off here. I 

need to keep my mind off it and I 

have the best chance of doing that 

here.' 

The boss agrees and allows the 

blonde to work as usual. A couple of 

hours pass and the boss decides to 

check on the blonde. He looks out 

from his office and sees the blonde 

crying hysterically. 

'What's so bad now? Are you gonna 

be okay?' he asks. 

'No!' exclaims the blonde. 'I just re-

ceived a horrible call from my sister. 

Her mother died, too!' 
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PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE 

Lions Ken Harris, John Styles and 

Dave McInnis are busy putting all the 

pieces together for the Clubõs entry 

into the Santa Claus Parade. They 

have plans to expand the entry this 

year with golf carts, a Carousel and 

perhaps two lucky Lions dressed as 

real lions. It sounds like a lot of fun 

again  All Lions are requested to 

support it and be at Gord Caseõs 

home at 9 am on Saturday, Novem-

ber 29. 

 

Your Historic Committee led by 

Chair Lion Jim Wicks and Project 

Leader Lion Jack Dawson are making 

great headway with the Trillium-

Museum project .Lion Jack presented 

a status report to the Directors 

meeting last Thursday and the qual-

ity of the displays is very impressive. 

Keep up the good work, Committee. 

It looks like youõve got a winner. 

 

My special 65th Charter Year pro-

gram to support the Markham Food 

Bank  is gradually taking shape . We 

accomplished our first assignment 

from the Food Bank when we deliv-

ered about 400 lbs of food on Octo-

ber 23 from the Sir  Richard Scott 

Catholic School, just off of 14th Ave. 

Thanks go to Lions Larry Tod, Dick 

Peel, John Styles, Greg Garach, Ken 

Harris and your President for their 

efforts on behalf of the Food Bank. A 

status report issued on November 4 

outlines the major issues with this 

project and I recommend every Lion 

read it to understand the difficulties 

in accomplishing our goals. Space for 

storing and sorting food types is still 

our major bottleneck and the Major 

Projects Committee is asking all the 

members to suggest how we can get  

2000 sq.ft. of warehouse space do-

nated to this cause. 

 

And last but not leasté.donõt forget 

to join Lorraine and I in our home at 

88 Fincham Ave. on December 14 at 

2-5 pm  for the Presidentõs Christ-

mas party. We look forward to wel-

coming all of our Lions friends into 

our home at this festive time of year. 

 

Yours in Lionism, 

Lion President Jack 

(Continued from page 1) 

POT LUCK DINNER AND FUN NIGHT 

DECEMBER 4TH 

BOXGROVE COMMUNITY CENTRE 

ADMISSIONñONE DISH OF FOOD 

sell 



PAGE 9 JUNGLE  TALK NOVEMBER 2008 

MT. JOY CLEANUP 

 

Mount Joy  Cleanup Crew 

Prize Winners? 

Editorõs note: 

I see Lion Carman is in the front 

row again.  The first or possibly 

second time we cleaned the 

park the rest of us were fin-

ished and on the coffee and 

donuts when we noticed Lion 

Carman wasnõt with us.  A cou-

ple of us went to look for him.  

He was down where the water 

goes under the road (which the 

rest of us ignored) pulling out 

the old tires etc..  
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PICTURES  

Presidentõs Initiative Begun 

Zone Chair Speaks 

Luck of the Draw 

Two Minute Speaker 


